
Legendary South Florida trial 
lawyer Stuart Z. Grossman came 
of age in the 1960s, a time of great 
upheaval but also great progress.  
As a young man, he watched his fellow 
Americans struggle to obtain their 
rights in the face of grinding injustice.  
Those struggles, Grossman says, drove 
his decision to become a plaintiffs’ 
attorney, and shaped him into the 
lawyer he is today. 

“I think I’ve always had a 
propensity for trying to help the little 
guy,” says Grossman, a co-founder 
of Grossman Roth and recipient of 
countless awards and recognition 
from national and state lawyer 
organizations and publications. 
“Those of us who care about the 
underdog were well-suited to become 
trial lawyers.” 

That’s exactly what Grossman—
who participated in his first trial 
while still in law school—is. And he 
can recall that first trial like it was 
yesterday. Under the tutelage of his 
mentor, prominent Miami trial lawyer 
J.B. Spence, Grossman helped secure a 
$1.8 million verdict, which at the time 
was the largest in Florida history for 
the wrongful death of a minor. Years 
later, Grossman would set the record 
again—this time to the tune of $37 
million. 

“I get extraordinary results 
because I’m persistent, and I give 
every case everything I’ve got from 
start to finish,” says Grossman, who 
today concentrates his practice in 
personal injury, medical malpractice 
and products liability and has 
recovered hundreds of millions of 
dollars for his clients over his four 
decades in practice. “My clients 
deserve nothing less.”  

When it came time for attorney 
Robert Mead to decide what to do 
with his life, he says he figured he 
could venture down one of two paths: 
medical school or law school. With 
several relatives on his mother’s side 
of the family already well-established 
attorneys, his choice seemed clear 
cut. But Mead would nevertheless 
embark on a legal career that would 
immerse him in the healthcare 
industry—and today is regarded as 
one of the top business attorneys in 
the Southeast representing health 
care professionals. 

“Ninety percent of my clients 
are physicians,” says Mead, one 
of the founding shareholders of 
Dean, Mead, Egerton, Bloodworth, 
Capouano & Bozarth, P.A. “My 
practice is devoted to helping them 
with their business matters.” It 
can be anything from drafting and 
reviewing hospital contracts, buy-
sell agreements and employment 
contracts and advising on licensure 
issues to employee benefits matters, 
practice mergers and acquisitions and 
dissolving partnerships. Mead says 
he works within a true niche practice, 
one that he’s been carving out for 
over 40 years. 

So how does an attorney become 
so specialized? For Mead, it was a bit 
like being in the right place at the 
right time; he was a young attorney 
at Carlton Fields in the early 1970s 
when a partner approached him about 
taking on a handful of physician 
clients who wanted to incorporate 
in the state. “The Florida statute 
governing professional corporations 
was passed in 1961, but physicians 
were not incorporating because 
the Internal Revenue Service was 
challenging medical P.A.’s in court,” 
says Mead. “When the IRS finally 
conceded in late 1969, doctors started 
forming corporations left and right.” 
He recalls that he incorporated two or 
three physician practices a month for 
nearly a decade. 

Today, Mead represents some 200 
medical groups around the state and 
country.  “People say I’m a workaholic, 
but I don’t think I am,” he says. “I 
enjoy the challenge.”  

John Vento has the kind of 
practice whose complexity and 
intricacy cannot adequately be 
described with titles alone. While 
Vento, a partner at Trenam Kemker, 
is indeed a construction lawyer, Board 
Certified by the Florida Bar, what 
he does is so much more than what 
you’d think—with his practice at the 
intersection of several other legal 
disciplines to form a whole that is 
greater than the sum of its parts. 

“The work is unusual and unique 
because of the government contracts 
part of the practice,” says Vento, a 
prolific author and lecturer who is 
known in legal circles as an authority 
on private, public, and federal 
government construction contracting 
and disputes. 

Unique could be considered an 
understatement. Vento, who chairs 
the firm’s construction practice 
group, works with a broad spectrum 
of clients on an equally wide variety 
of matters, from representing 
a transportation authority in a 
case involving the collapse of an 
elevated expressway (triggering 
design and insurance claims) and an 
electrical utility in an engineering 
dispute to resolving requests for 
equitable adjustment (and claims) 
and liquidated damages on a host 
of United States Army Corps of 
Engineers construction projects 
at bases like Fort Hood and Fort 
Bragg. Vento—whose experience 
as a construction laborer helps him 
understand the industry from yet 
another angle—also represents 
engineers, architects, and builders in 
various construction and contracting 
disputes with government agencies.

“We have a thorough 
understanding of how the Corps 
and the Veterans Administration 
do their work,” says Vento, a retired 
Reserve Colonel who served as a judge 
advocate on active duty with the 
Air Force before joining the firm in 
1981. “Our clients tell us it gives us a 
perspective that few others in Florida 
have.”  
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has named individuals “Lawyers of 
the Year” in Florida, based on their 
particularly high level of peer recognition.
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When Grossman Roth partner 
Gary M. Cohen graduated law 
school, he went to work for one of 
the country’s first doctor-lawyers—
attorneys who practice law during 
the day and see patients at night. 
This particular professional, Cohen 
says, happened to be his mother’s 
doctor, and Cohen was struck by his 
commitment to police the profession 
in which he practiced. “He was a 
brilliant man, fascinated by medicine, 
but he saw a lot of mistakes,” says 
Cohen, one of the region’s most 
respected medical malpractice 
attorneys. “He made it his job to go 
to law school and take on those cases 
that he felt were righteous.”

As for Cohen, he was hooked on the 
practice from the beginning, but the 
difference he could make for clients 
really hit home during his first jury 
trial, which involved severe injury to a 
child as a result of delayed childbirth. 
“It was a case of gross negligence,” says 
Cohen. “It was clear that the doctors 
shouldn’t have delayed diagnosing 
the problem and getting the baby 
delivered, which caused lifelong 
disabilities.” The jury returned a 
favorable verdict, which meant this 
particular family would be able to care 
for the child for his entire life. “The 
whole thing left a lasting impression 
on me,” he says.

Cohen, a member of the American 
Board of Trial Advocates and a past 
president of the Broward County 
Justice Association, fights in every 
case for every client with the same 
energy he brought the first time he 
stepped into a courtroom. “You can’t 
fake passion,” says Cohen, who teaches 
medical malpractice law at a local law 
school. “I believe in what I’m doing.”  
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